As you can imagine, the life of the Blue Journal was not always easy: we had, and we still have, strong competitors covering the same area of scientific interest. However, competition was considered a physiological and useful stimulus to grow. And we survived. I should rather say, we definitely survived, because, over the last years, the Blue Journal has had the highest Impact Factor among artificial organs journals, along with the best reputation among contributors.
Another important step of the international up-grade of the Blue Journal was the "marriage" with the European Society for Artificial Organs (ESAO). At that time, the "ceremony" was strongly supported by Professor Bücherl and after him, all the following ESAO Presidents were also in favour of having the Blue Journal as Official Organ of ESAO. My gratitude goes to them, to all members of the Board of Governors and finally to Mrs Michela Zucchetti, whose invaluable efforts were essential in improving the cooperation between Wichtig Editore and ESAO.
The Blue Journal today: I think that after many years of work, the leadership of any scientific journal should be given to a "person with young blood". After several negotiations, I was convinced that Claudio Ronco really represents the best Chief Editor for the future. He has a lot of positive aspects as a scientist and, above all, as a man. I am sure that he will run the Blue Journal with energy and spirit of innovation. Stefano Chiaramonte will act as Deputy Editor.
I also wish to tell you that I was really moved during the last ESAO Meeting in Aachen, when I received, from the hands of the ESAO President, Raymond Vanholder, the ESAO 2003 Emil S. Bücherl Award. The award was given to me as a recognition for having served ESAO for almost 25 years as Editor of the Blue Journal, thus promoting the artificial organs research in this way. On that wonderful occasion, having Caudio Ronco next to me, I said "I feel like a father who is giving his 26-year-old daughter away to her future husband".
I would like to conclude thanking all the people who, along with me, have shared this adventure. The list is really very long, and I would like to particularly express my deep appreciation to two front-line editors who are, above all, two exceptional men:
George Dunea, the excellent Coordinating Editor for USA and Canada. I had already known of his long experience in writing elegant editorials for the British Medical Journal, and I can now confirm his tremendous success not only for producing high-quality material for the Blue Journal, but also for encouraging highly interesting editorials, which covered varied topics of significance in the broad field of artificial organs.
Sergio Stefoni, the stand-out and extremely able nephrologist, one of ESAO's Presidents and ESAO Coordinating Editor for the Blue Journal. He has and will continue to play an important role in stimulating cooperation and harmony between the journal and ESAO.
To both of them, to all Section Editors, Members of the Editorial Board, Reviewers, Scientists, the whole editorial team and -last but not least -to ESAO, I express my sincere thanks and gratitude.
To the new "protagonists" of the Blue Journal I say: Good Luck! All the best, Diego Brancaccio
